Matrix metalloproteinases as targets for therapy in Kaposi sarcoma.
Acquired immune deficiency syndrome-associated Kaposi sarcoma is a progressive and occasionally fatal condition. The strong angiogenic component of this disease makes it particularly suitable for treatment with the emerging class of drugs that act as antiangiogenic agents. Matrix metalloproteinases have been shown to play prominent roles in the angiogenic process, and small molecule inhibitors of these enzymes are currently being tested as antiangiogenic agents in various malignancies. Given that matrix metalloproteinases contribute to multiple steps of the angiogenic process, inhibitors of these enzymes, either alone or in combination with other agents, may represent a particularly effective therapeutic approach for Kaposi sarcoma.